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Passing of John Kitchens

It is with great sorrow that the board of Austin Tennis Net announces the passing of John
Kitchens. John passed away unexpectedly during a ladder match on February 11, 2026. He
was beloved by many in the Austin tennis community and his legacy will continue
through the ATN ladder he founded with friends in 1996.

John worked at the Texas Department of State Health Services (formerly the Texas
Department of Health) and bonded with coworkers John Yarber and Ray Silva over their
love of tennis. John posted a query to the internal Texas DSHS forum asking if anyone was
interested in playing tennis. John organized groups of players for matches according to
self-reported USTA ratings and published final scores after matches were complete. If
players won their matches they moved up a rung; if they lost their matches, they would
move down. After about 6 months of manually organizing pairings, John wrote some
basic code to automate the process and charged a nominal fee of $10 to cover the cost
of web hosting. Word spread and his ladder system became an integral feature of the
tennis community in Austin. In 2011, John'’s tennis ladder evolved into a non-profit
organization, Austin Tennis Net, that hosted the ladder. A series of yearly charity tennis
)tournqments benefitting community organizations was added in 2012. In May of 2026, the

ATN ladder will celebrate its 30th year with over 1000 players in the greater Austin area
currently participating.

On May 1-3, Austin Tennis Net will host their annual tournament at Caswell Tennis
Center to celebrate John's life and his contributions to the Austin tennis community.
Details will be posted soon.
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Tri- City Champs!

Congratulations to “Coup De Trois” who won the the
Women's 4.0 and under Tri-Level Team Sections in
Georgetown Tx on February 12th- 15th! Way to go!

The Team Consisted of Captain-Susan Hoang, Alison Cooper, Kelli

Corcoran, Cari Eissler, Jiani Feng, Ruth Hjelmeland, Kim Hoang, Lani

Hoang, Melissa Koshy, Sarah Montgomery, Jen Nelson, Sarah Park,
Amanda Romney, Jessica Voss
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Babolat Singles Event

March 15" 6:00pm-8:30pm- Single
Matchplay/Drills 3.0-4.5 levels

Caswell has teamed up with
Babolat to host an event with timed
matchplay and drills! Try out the
new Pure Aero! Talk to the reps
about their products! Have a
chance to win a prize!

Cost is $30/person spaces are already
filling up! Sign up through the Caswell
Website.

Adult Mixer!

March 28" 6:00pm-8:30pm
2.5-4.0 levels

BYOB

Join Coach Sarah for an evening of
tennis, food, and fun! Play with your
friends, or meet new ones!

*Must be able to serve/maintain rallys

Email Sarah at sedory@caswelltennisatx.com
with any questions
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Round Robins

March 7™ 6-8pm 2.5 Division- A
great way to meet other players
at the 2.5 level and gain match-
play experience in a friendly
environment!

March 21st 6-8pm- 3.0/3.5
Division- Intermediate-level play.
A “partner” is not required in order
to signup. Great way to meet
others and work on your game!
More details on the Caswell
Website contact Andy with any
questions

andy@caswelltennisatx.com

Clinics

We have a wide Variety of Adults
clinics ranging from 2.0-4.5 Levels.
Upon login click “activites” to sign
up!
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Junior’s Yellow
After School Sessions Ball Clinics

Session 2 has begun! But there New weekly Yellow Ball Clinics that
are Orange and Yellow Ball focus on technique, strategies,
spots available! skills, and fitness
Beginner -
email Coach Sedory to register Tues/Thurs 6:00-
sedory@caswelltennisatx.com 7:30pm

Able to sign
up weekly!
Advanced-
Tues/Thurs- 7:30-
9:00pm

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
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SUMMER TENNIS CAMPS

Weekly Camps starting June 1st
Mondays- Thursdays 9am-12pm

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
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